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Ana Cristina Pessoa Tavares dos Santos, works at the University of Coimbra (UC), Portugal, is PhD in Biology by the Faculty of Sciences and Technology of the same University (FCTUC) and she is a member of the Research Center of Pharmaceutical Studies (CEF-UC) and is also a member of the Research Center for Human Development (CEDH-UCP).
She held the position of teaching assistant in UC at the Botany Department (1981-1992) and invited teaching assistant at the Faculty of Pharmacy (2002/2003); she worked at the Coimbra Botanic Garden, FCTUC (1997-2014), where she was responsible for the Education Service (1997-2012).

She holds the International Diploma in "Botanic Garden Education", (Kew Gardens, London, 2002) and the Graduation “Plants, Medicines and Healthcare", Faculty of Pharmacy of the University of Coimbra (2007). 

She has collaborated in Research Projects on conservation of biodiversity, with the study and evaluation of the Portuguese endemic Apiaceae. In the Botanic Garden, FCTUC, as partner of INQUIRE, she was responsible for carrying out this European Education Project (2011-2013), within the “Science in Society Programme” of the 7th Framework Programme of the European Union. She also belonged to the Portuguese Inquire Advisory Group.

She has published in refereed journals at national and international level on Education in Botanic Gardens and on Biotechnology of Aromatic Plants, which is one of her research areas. 

Along with her scientific research, her passion for nature and education has inspired the publication of Science Education Books suited for different publics, in an interdisciplinary context, namely Discovering the World of Plants (2011), Lisbon, Fonte da Palavra; and she published the following books at the University of Coimbra Press:  Medicinal and Aromatic Plants at the Coimbra Botanic Garden (2008; 2010), Rhythms of the Coimbra Botanic Garden (2011; 2012) and A alga que queria ser flor/The alga who wanted to be flower (2013), this one in five bilingual versions.
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